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A Study on the Transformation of Ethnic Facilities in the Okubo Area
of Shinjuku Ward in the Post-COVID Era
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Summary: The Okubo area in Shinjuku Ward is the largest ethnic town in Tokyo, consisting mainly of the Shin-Okubo area and
the Hyakunincho area. While Shin-Okubo is widely recognized by Japanese people as a tourist destination for Korean pop culture,
in recent years, the multinationalization of ethnic facilities in the Hyakunincho area has been progressing. However, since the end of
2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a severe impact on the Okubo area. This study focuses on the Hyakunincho area, analyzing
changes in the nationality composition, industry structure, and location of ethnic facilities in the Okubo area through literature
research and field surveys. Furthermore, through hearing surveys, interviews will be conducted with relevant stakeholders of
Chinese-affiliated facilities to clarify the challenges that the Okubo area faces in the future.
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